Another role for RNA: a messenger across generations.
There has been a recent resurgence of interest in the notion that DNA is not the sole determinant of our inherited phenotype. The strongest evidence for transgenerational epigenetic inheritance has come from studies of paramutation in plants. But few examples have been reported in other species, and the molecular basis for the process has been unclear. A recent paper by Rassoulzadegan and colleagues provides clear evidence of paramutation in mice and strong evidence that RNA is involved.